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This chapter 
coverage

American politics

• Political behavior: opinion, voting, and 
protest

• Political elites among themselves

• Political elites and donors

• Policy networks

Networks in international relations

• Powers in international relations network

• Network diffusion processes

• World network of nations and cities 



Political 
sciences

Who will govern the state – US presidential 
race?

Individual participation in political processes: 
voting volunteerism, and revolution

International relations: how state interact with 
each other, war ot trade relations

All those are network processes and can be 
studied with social network analysis to give a 
great understanding of the political processes



Individual 
political 
attitudes and 
opinions

Contagious effects from friends, 
families, coworkers, classmates on 
individual’s political view and 
behaviors

• College students who have many political 
discussions with their roommates are 
more likely to vote or participate in civic 
associations

Politically heterogeneous social 
networks increases individuals 
political interests and activities



voting



pretesting

Online social movement

Twitter revolution

Arab Spring

Occupy Wall Street

• Shutting down the internet?

• Strict censorship on online activities – China

• Real name registration before any online posting

• Banning any tech company who refuses to “cooperate” with 
the government 

How can government control such movement?



Political elites among 
themselves

• Senators and house representatives 
(politicians) do form network

• Personal friendship network

• Co-sponsoring network

• Personal feeling sometimes 

• get on top of political agendas

• They reciprocate favors

• You voted for my bill last time,

•  I will do so for yours



Does social 
networking 

pay off?





Social 
environment 
and politicians 
network



Legislative 
productivity

Legislative productivity: number of 
important bills passed

well-connected, co-sponsorship 
network increases legislative 
productivity (communication, 
collaboration, trust)

Comparative politics (how things going 
in China?)



Donor network: 
the Democratic 
side 2007

• Co-sponsor of presidential 
candidates



Donor co-
sponsorship 

network: 
Republican 
side 2007



General 
election



Troubles for 
Republicans 

2007



Policy network





International 
relations: 
power

• Power by being part of it



Power by not being part of it



Isolated power



International network formation

• Facing common external threats



Bandwagon effects: international trade



Homophily effects: political regimes among 
countries



International cities
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