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Full network 
versus ego-
centric 
network

• Follow conventional sampling, adding 
ego-centric questionnaire items 

• Statistical analyses bears no difference 
between ego-centric and non-network 
studies, except for network features.

Ego-centric network

• Restrict to a finite set of population 
bounded by a certain limit (classrooms, 
classes, clubs, or other boundaries 
imposed by researchers)

• Many social network methodologies refer 
to analyzing full/complete network.

Full network/complete network



Boundary 
specification

Where to draw the boundary of the population you 
want to study

Wait, isn’t boundary delimit self-evident?

• Classes, clubs, churches, work teams, 

Not in every case (realistic and nominalist)

• Realistic approach: researchers adopt the presumed subjective 
perceptions of system actors themselves, defining boundaries as 
the limits that are consciously experienced by all or most actor in 
the entity. Actors and relations are included/excluded to the extent 
that other actors judge them to be part of the network

• nominalist approach: researchers adopt a priori conceptual 
framework the delineates the boundary of the network (boundaries 
can be real or conceptual)



three 
methods

Positional

Reputational

Event-based



Positional 
methods

Researchers sample from among the occupants of 
a formally defined position

Students in a classroom (Morimoto and Yang 
2013)

Corporate board of directors (Useem 1979)

Coworkers in a workplace (Krackhardt and Killduff 
1999)

List of IT companies in Fortune 500 and Global 
1000 (Knoke 2001)



Morimoto and Yang (2013)





Reputational 
Approach

• Researchers rely on the “knowledgeable” 
informants to include additional actors in 
the study.

• Snowballing

• Hidden population

• Fixed list versus expanding selection



Snowballing: N = n1 + n2 + n3 + ….nk



Hidden 
population

• Drug dealers

• Drug users

• Illegal immigrants

• HIV/AIDs patients

• Anti-government militias

• terrorists



Event-based method

• Using actor’s participation in certain event to establish inclusion in 
the network for studies



Approaches and methods



Questions
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